oesophagus appears for the first time in the infusoria, the highest of protozoa. In the low forms of radiates there is no anus proper, the one opening into the cup-shaped alimentary canal answering as both a mouth and an anus. In the higher radiates an independent opening exists for the anus ; alimentation and respiration both are performed by one canal in certain molluscs, respiration being carried on in that part equivalent to the pharynx in higher animals. In the human foetus the intestinal canal .exists before the respiratory organs ; these may be considered, then, branches of the alimentary canal. Circulation, respiration, and excretion are performed by one organ in some low animals, especially in the entozoa. Thus it is seen that a whole group of functions may be carried on by one system or structure, and that the difference between a high and a low animal is in the division of labor, the differentiation of structure. 
